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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the International application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this Item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andfer 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements' of the international application, this report Is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1.2B as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

^33 received on 31 .03.2006 with letter of 30.03.2006 

Drawings, Sheets 

l/B-6/6 as originally liled 

□ a sequence listing andfcr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. (3 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 
S the claims. Nos. 34-38 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4, □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If icem 4 applies, some or all of these sheets, may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Yes: Claims 1-33 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 1-33 

No: Claims 

Yss: Claims 1-33 

No; Claims 
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Re Ite m V, 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 .0 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: EP-A-1 029 805 (GRAPHIC PACKAGING CORP) 23 August 2000 (2000-08-23) 



2.0 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1, and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document); 

A method for producing self-supporting container parts (10). such as dishes or covers, for containers for 
foodstuffs to be treated in a microwave oven» said containers each comprising at least one compartment 
for receiving the foodstuffs, along at least pan of the circumferential .surface; of which compartment a 
microwave-radiation influencing material layer (100) is provided in the wall of at least one associated 
container part (104), comprising the steps of: 

- providing a multilayer foil (100) comprising said microwave radiation-influencing material layer and at. 
least one material layer that does not influence microwave radiation, which is bonded thereto on ai least 
one side of the microwave radiation-influencing material layer; 

- bonding one side of the multilayer foil to a remaining portion (104) of the container pan in question, in 
such a manner that the material layer of the multilayer foil that does not influence microwave radiation 

is present on a free surface (14) of the container pan. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known method for producing self- 
supporting container parts, because of the additional production step which positions 
the the multilayer foil inside a mould during the forming of a container part in said 
mould for the purpose of bonding the microwave-influencing material layer to the 
remaining portion of the container part during said forming of the container part. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.1 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as simplifying 
the manufacturing of a moulded container for cooking foodstuff in a microwave oven 
which comprises a microwave radiation-influencing material multilayer foil (e.g. 
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susceptor, reflector). 



2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) since none of the 
consulted prior state of the art suggests positioning said multilayer foil in a mould for 
bonding with the remaining portion of the container part during said forming of the 
container. 

3.0 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject matter of claim 1 9, 
which therefore is also considered to be new and inventive. 

4.0 Claims 2-18, 28-33 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

5.0 Claims 20-27 are dependent on claim 19 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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CLAIMS 

1 # a method for producing self-supporting container parts, 

such as dishes or covers, for containers for foodstuffs to be treated in 
5 a microwave oven, said containers each comprising at least one 
compartment for receiving the foodstuffs, along at least part of the 
circumferential surface of which compartment a microwave-radiation 
influencing material layer 1s provided 1n the wall of at least one 
associated container part, comprising the steps of 
10 . providing a multilayer foil comprising said microwave 

radiation-influencing material layer and at least one 
material layer that does not influence microwave radiation, 
which is bonded thereto on at least one side of the 
microwave radiation-influencing material layer, 
^5 bonding one side of the multilayer foil to a remaining 

portion of the container part in question, in such a manner 
that the material layer of the multilayer foil that does 
not influence microwave radiation is present on a free 
surface of the container part)^ </^> 
20 2. A method according to claim 1, comprising the step of 

bonding the multilayer foil to the remaining portion of the container 
part in such a manner that the material layer of the multilayer foil that 
does not influence microwave radiation is present on the outer side of 
the container part. 

25 ft-mettiUU dimrd li f tr Lu ilaim l '- pr -e? com prising - tho^s lafrof 

bonding the mult ilayer fjriJ Uifl--are twining portion of the container 

]1ng rarriQfi ftij/^hy positioning the multilayer foil inside Ah& Cl 
mould during the forming of a container part in said mould for the 
purpose of bonding the microwave-Influencing material layer to the 
30 remaining portion of the container part during said forming of the 
container part,^ 
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1 otl 

^ jf A method according to claim 2, comprising the step of 

forming the container parts by injection-moulding the container parts in 

an injection mould. 1 oK 2. 

i| ^ a method according to claim }, comprising the step of 

5 forming the container parts by thermoforming the container parts in a 
thermof crml ng mould. 

jg. a mi' Muni mrnr ri in q t r rl n im 1 nr h M^4flfttie stejr 

joining the multilayer foil to the remaining portion of the^fltftainer 
part by glueing the multilayer foil to the remaj^if^'portion of the 
10 container part by means of an adhesivejaj^r^utside a mould. 

f a method accor^r^to claim 6, comprising the step of 

thermoforming the^t^tner part In a thermoforming mould after the 
multilW&P-^foffhas been glued onto the remaining portion of the 
inner party 

15 5^ a method according to any one of the preceding claims, 

wherein the microwave radiation-influencing material layer is provided 

with holes. j 

a method according to claim 0, wherein said holes are 

provided in different patterns for differen^ compartments. 

2 Q "}\6. A method according to claim jf or wherein said holes are 

provided in different sizes for different compartments, ^ 

a method according to claim or Vd. wherein the 

material layer that does not influence microwave radiation is a closed 

layer. 5 £» > 

25 j -ft, A method according to claim ft, 4 or ^6, wherein said 

multilayer foil is provided with through holes. f 6 1 <? 

^ 0 v£ a method according to any one of the claims A, lrf, }i or 

yi, wherein the holes in the microwave radiation-influencing material 
layer are formed in the same production line as the one in which the 
30 multilayer foil is bonded to the remaining portion of the container part 
in question. 
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^ A method according to any one of the preceding claims, 

wherein the multilayer foil comprises cut-out corner portions. 

a method according to any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein the multilayer foil is provided 1n a condition m which a 
5 material layer that does not influence microwave radiation is present on 
either side of the microwave radiation-influencing material layer. 
,3^ a method according to claim wherein one of the two 

material layers that do not influence microwave radiation is detached 
from the multilayer foil before the multilayer foil is bonded to the 
10 remaining portion of the container part. 

m yf a method according to any one of the preceding claims, 

wherein the material layer(s) that do(es) not influence microwave 
radiation is/are made of the same material as the remaining portion of 
the container part. 

15 i<^. a method according to any one of the preceding claims, 

wherein the upper side of a compartment of a container, after being 
filled with a foodstuff, is covered with a further multilayer foil 
comprising a further microwave radiation-influencing material layer and 
at least one material layer that does not influence microwave radiation, 

20 which Is bonded thereto on one side of said further microwave radiation- 
influencing material layer, in such a manner that said further microwave 
radiation-influencing material layer of said further multilayer foil is 
present on the side remote from the interior of the filled compartment of 
said further material layer that does not influence microwave radiation. 

25 ikjd, a method according to claim 1«. wherein said further 

multilayer foil is directly bonded to an upper circumferential edge of 
the filled compartment. ^ 

A method according to claim itf, wherein said further 
multilayer foil is glued onto a separate sealing foil, which is directly 

30 bonded to an upper circumferential edge of the filled compartment. 

l8 A method according to any one of the preceding claims, 
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i3 ao 21 

A container part according to claim ft, & or ?A, 



"i9 2o <li 52 
A container part according to claim 2#, ?A or 25, 



characterized in that the multilayer foil is electrostatically 
chargeable. 

a container part produced in accordance with any one of the 

preceding claims. 19 
5 <iafi. A container part according to claim provided with 

connecting means for being interconnected with other container parts. 
2i a container part according to claim ?l or £3, characterized 

in that the microwave radiation-influencing material layer comprises 
aluminium. 

10 

characterized in that the at least one material layer that does not 
influence microwave radiation comprises polypropylene. 

characterized 1n that the at least one material layer that does not 
15 influence microwave radiation comprises paper. ^ 2 ^ 

<mtf, A container part according to any one of the claims 

characterized In that the microwave radiation-influencing material layer 
has a thickness of maximally 50 nm, more preferably maximally 30 um. g ^ 

25jj4 a container part according to any one of the claims Vl-Vf, 

20 characterized 1n that the multilayer foil has a thickness of maximally 
200 urn, more preferably maximally 100 urn. 0 ^ 

2^2^ A container part according to any one of the claims #2-^, 

characterized in that legs are provided, via which the container part can 
rest on a supporting surface. ^ 2 £ 

25 l 2??d. A container part according to any one of the claims 2^-24, 

characterized in that means for connecting the container part to an 
associated other container part are provided along the circumferential 
edge of at least two compartments. 

^ A- method for producing a ma l ti layer foil pnm 

30 holes for use injjjejiod^cujiilliiy to craim 12 ora dependent claim 
co mpr i sin g the - steps o f ' 
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3 # a method according to claim 1 or 2. c^japilsing the step 

of bonding the multilayer foil to thejpeirillning portion of the 
container part being carried outjjy^osi tioning the multilayer foil 
inside a mould during th^ftfrming of a container part in said mould 
for the purposej^f^onding the microwave-influencing material layer 
to the .petifaTning portion of the container part during said forming 
<r<thQ» nontainpr part / 

iSyi. A method for producing a multilayer foil provided with 

through holes for use in a method according to claim yl or a 
dependent claim thereof, comprising the steps of 

providing a closed multilayer foil comprising a 
microwave radiation-influencing material layer and at 
least one material layer that does not influence 
microwave radiation, which is bonded thereto on at 
least one side of the microwave radiation-influencing 
material layer, 

die-cutting the through holes in the multilayer foil. 

23}^. A method for producing a multilayer foil provided with 

through holes for use in a method according to claim ^ or a 
dependent claim thereof, comprising the steps of 

providing a closed multilayer foil comprising a 
microwave radiation-influencing material layer and at 
least one material layer that does not influence 
microwave radiation, which is bonded thereto on at 
least one side of the microwave radiation-influencing 
material layer, 

cutting the through holes in the multilayer foil by 
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means of a laser beam. 



yi a method for producing a multilayer foil according to 

' * 18 29 

claim yi or comprising the steps of 

after the making of the through holes in the multilayer 
foil, glueing a closed material layer that does not 
influence microwave radiation onto one side of the 
multilayer foil . 



3^ a method for producing a multilayer foil according to 

"30 

claim yi, comprising the steps of 

after the making of the through holes in the multilayer 
foil, glueing a closed material layer that does not 
influence microwave radiation onto both sides of the 
multilayer foil . 

3234. a method according to claim yi, wherein one of the 

closed material layers that do not influence microwave radiation is 
glued with a glue type that allows subsequent breaking of the glued 
joint so as to make it possible to separate the respective closed 
material layer that does not influence microwave radiation from the 
remaining portion of the multilayer foil at a later stage. 

333/ a multilayer foil produced in accordance with any one 

«? ^ 

of the claims yi-yo. 
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